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s another year comes to a close, the Foundation team reflects on many noteworthy
achievements.

• A booth and presentation at Autorama in March allowed us to address more than 3000
students about design careers.
• The 60th High School Design Challenge involved over 200 students from around the state.
• The Foundation’s Annual Awards Dinner in March recognized both Design Challenge winners and college scholars and continues to grow in participation and stature.
• The number of plant and technical tours for students increased.
• In conjunction with the Macomb Center for Advanced Automotive Technology the Foundation provided a
technical seminar in October on Vehicle Lightweighting for designers and engineers.
• The golf outing, our major fund raiser, held in September was very successful and continues to grow.
• We have a new and more functional website and improved presence in other electronic media.
At the same time we were greatly saddened by the passing of one of our longest participating and most active
board members, Bob Sutton. Bob’s contributions will be very much missed and his passing highlights the fact
that the accomplishments mentioned here occur through the efforts of a small group of volunteers. There is
on an ongoing need for helping hands, like Bob’s, to enable the Foundation to continue its activity. Thanks for
your contributions and please consider giving a few volunteer hours to help the Foundation continue its work
in supporting students and the design and engineering community. Please contact me directly at dbarran@
asbeFound.org to talk about service opportunities.
Dave Barran

Bob Sutton Memoriam

W

e have lost an asbe Foundation Board member, a colleague, and a dear friend. Bob Sutton was much more than an engineer with a keen eye for design; he was an historian,
photographer, husband, father, and a friend to many. Bob was a complex yet simple individual with a keen understanding of personal interaction. Bob loved to talk at length about the
nature and evolution of automotive design by recalling many personal stories from his past.
His interest and curiosity about so many things had a way of engaging others. Endlessly positive and passionate about creativity and detail, Bob was skilled in solving difficult issues and
determining appropriate policy. Through the years he took his talents to Chrysler, General
Motors, Hawtal Whiting, Porsche, and finally Griswold Engineering. For the past six years,
Bob found time and a place in his heart to be of service to others by sitting on the Board of
Directors of the asbe Foundation. His family and friends gathered on August 30 to mark Bob’s
passing and to celebrate a life well lived.

Bob Sutton

Awards Dinner
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O

ur Annual asbe Foundation Awards Dinner will be held on March
19, 2015 at the University Center on the Center Campus of Macomb
Community College in
Clinton Township, Michigan. On this occasion we
recognize the winners of
the high school Design
Challenge, and award
scholarships to community college and university Instructor Andy Cocagne, Teacher of the Year
students who are recom- with Student Winner
mended by their instructors for their abilities
in design and classroom leadership. It is also an occasion to recognize outstanding design instructors.
Plan to join us for this evening of recognition and
celebration. Details about the dinner will be available on the Foundation website in February of 2015.

High School Design Challenge

T

he High School Design Challenge problem has been
prepared and sent out to high school teachers across
the state. The 61st annual contest is a transition year for
us. This year the design problem will be made available as
a CAD model. Since all of our entries are now CAD based,
our intent is to enable the student to design in context.
Both high school drafting and art teachers are invited to
participate. More information is available and school registrations are being taken at www.asbeFound.org/events.

Visit our new Website to see events,
browse our photo album, read our blog,
and donate to our cause.
www.asbeFound.org

Tech Conference

T

he asbe Foundation held a
Technical Conference for designers and engineers
on October 15th
at Macomb Community
College
sponsored by Macomb’s Center for
Advanced AutoL to R: Jeff Conklin, Mark Stevens, Matt Zaluzec
motive Technology
(CAAT). Nearly 60
Industry Professionals and Educators attended this technical briefing
on two of the automotive industry’s hottest topics: advanced materials
and joining technologies. Mark Stevens of the Center for Automotive Research (CAR) provided an overview of advanced materials and
joining technology and Matt Zaluzec, Ford Motor Company, and Jeff
Conklin, Magna International, reported on their joint “25% Weight
Saving Ford Fusion Project.” The technical presentations were followed by a lively question and answer session and the seminar was
well received by those in attendance.
Friend us on Facebook:
Friends of the asbe Foundation

Annual Golf Outing

T

he grey cool day greeted over 100 golfers, but as the morning went on there
were some openings in the sky for the
sun to shine through and the rain held
off. Vince Lauro and his team again provided a wonderful outing which is our
principle source of funding for scholarships. Mark your calendar for next year’s
event on Friday, September 11, 2015.
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