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Message from the President

Continuing our series on Automotive Lightweighting, the Foundation will host a Technical Brief-
ing sponsored and presented by Alcoa Aluminum on October 15, 2015 at the Auburn Hills 

Campus of Oakland Community College. Alcoa will hold a discussion with pertinent and useful in-
formation about the manufacture and use of aluminum in the continuing effort to reduce the mass 
of motor vehicles to improve fuel efficiency. This Tech Briefing is 
recommended for designers, engineers and educators involved with 
transportation design and manufacturing. There is no charge for this 
event but registration at www.asbeFound.org/events is required.

Technical Briefing

During the past school year, 19 student tours were conducted involving over 350 students from 
ten Southeast Michigan High Schools.  Special thanks to General Dynamics, Nissan and the 

Stahl Museum for agreeing to host these tours which helped students better understand how their 
classroom activities can be applied to the work they will be doing tomorrow. Our thanks to Sara 
Taggart of Nissan, Bob Brisson of the Stahl Museum and Don Shook of the asbe Foundation for co-
ordinating our Tours. Student Tours will again be available during the 2015-16 school year. Contact 
Jim Varty at jvarty@asbeFound.org for more information and to make a reservation.

Even as we move into the summer months, planning continues in anticipation of the 
coming year. The Annual Golf Outing for Scholarships, the High School Design 

Challenge, Student Tours, Teacher Workshops, a Technical Briefing, Awards Dinner and 
more are being planned and coordinated by our volunteer staff. This year we are espe-
cially fortunate to have some good Friends of the Foundation assist with these activities. 
Mary Browne is working with Vince Lauro on the Golf Outing and is helping to coordi-
nate our Technical Briefing and Awards Dinner. She has also given many hours to format 
our member information. Tony and Nancy Immers, automotive designers, have been 

very active with our High School Design Challenge while Denish Seksaria has enlisted Alcoa to 
co-sponsor our fall Technical Briefing. All bring expertise, ideas, and energy to move Foundation 
initiatives forward. There is more work to do and we welcome your talent, time, ideas, and input. 
Please contact me at dbarran@asbeFound.org if you are willing to spend even a few hours in support 
of the Foundation.

Visit our Website to find events,
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The Annual Scholarship 
Golf Outing will be held 

on September 11, 2016. Tick-
ets are now available on our 
website; www.asbeFound.org/
events. Vince Lauro who is 
coordinating the outing again 
this year indicates that spon-
sorships and door prizes will 
be cheerfully accepted.  For 
more information on the out-
ing and related sponsorships 
please contact Mary Browne 
at mebrowne@asbeFound.org

Plans are complete for the 2016 High School 
Design Challenge. It will be the first time that 

the contest materials will be made available com-
pletely in digital format on the asbe website. The 
purpose of the Competition is to give students a 
problem that requires the practical application 
of the Design Process. The Design Process starts 
with a concept sketch or idea, is then refined, and 
finally developed into a functional part. The two 
Categories of the Design Challenge Competi-
tion are the Design Concept and the Engineer-
ing Design Category which cover both ends of 
the Design Process. Don Shook will coordinate 
the competition again this year with strong sup-
port from Rick Ranks, and Tony and Nancy Im-
mers. For more information please contact Don 
at dshook@asbeFound.org

High School Design ChallengeOur annual Awards Dinner set an attendance record 
with over 120 attendees. Student winners of the 

Design Challenge Competition, their parents and in-
structors were recognized and outstanding design and 
engineering students from six colleges received schol-
arships. Keynote speakers, Tom Peters and Ed Moss of 
General Motors, talked about the new Corvette. Tom 
focused on the engineering and design process while 
Ed offered a manufacturing perspective. A new Cor-
vette convertible parked just outside was available for 

inspection. Thanks 
to Jerry Lovett 
for again coordi-
nating this event.

Roseville Freshman receives asbe Foundation Creativity Award

Awards Dinner

This year’s Award for Most Creative Entry into the MITES 
(Michigan Industrial and Technology Education Society) 

High School Competition went to 9th grade student, Miranda 
Rumfelt, of Roseville High School. Her 
entry was a clay model of a vintage car. 
Congratulations to Miranda and her 
teacher Paul Tregembo Jr. Special thanks 
to Don Shook and Rick Ranks who served 
as judges for this award.

Design Concept Winners

Tom Peters L
Ed Moss R

Save the Date

Engineering Design Winners

In support of the High School Design Challenge, the Founda-
tion will again be presenting workshops to supplement the 

Design Challenge instructions and to provide support with the 
Design Process. A workshop for Metro Detroit Area Drafting 
and Art teachers is scheduled for August 13, at DASI Solutions 
in Pontiac. A second workshop will be held on October 21, at 
the Macomb Intermediate School District and at other locations 
upon request. For more information please contact Don Shook at 
dshook@asbeFound.org

Teacher Workshops


