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In the last newsletter I introduced two new directors and spoke about 2016 as an 
important year of transition for the Foundation. I am pleased to report that the 

transition continues as we add new volunteers and form additional alliances with 
business and education.
We have recently gained the volunteer support of a number of working or newly 
retired designers, engineers and educators. These individuals bring with them new 
energy and knowledge of the needs and challenges of today’s work and educational 

       environments. 
Along with having an energetic and talented team of volunteers, we also continue to build 
strong ties with business and education. An example of that was our booth at the Detroit 
Autorama in February. Partnering schools included The College for Creative Studies, Oak-
land University School of Engineering, and Mott Community College. One of our business 
partners, DASI Solutions, joined us in our career display. Autorama also provided  me the op-
portunity to speak to nearly 3000 high school students about careers in design and engineer-
ing. Our high school plant tour program continues because of the ongoing support of Nissan, 
General Dynamics the Stahl Museum. Jim Masiak of the Design and Manufacturing Alliance 
is working to increase the number of tour opportunities and is planning an instructor tour of 
each company for late September.
As an active and working Foundation, we can only accomplish our goals and projects with 
volunteer help, partnerships with schools and business, and financial contributions from 
people like you. With your support we will continue the generational transformation of the 
Foundation, and expand the reach of our service.

Gordy Ryan passed away in January and we are all a little poorer as a result. Gordy was 
many things to many people: a father, a veteran, an executive, a stained glass artist, an 

athlete, and a past president of our parent organization American Society of Body Engi-
neers (ASBE).  Most of all he was a friend to everyone.
Gordy served as ASBE president in 1967. He was instrumental in presenting the Perrin 
Automotive Collection to the Detroit Public Library and served as our society historian 
for many years.  
Theresa Kutchey (former ASBE Certification Secretary) captured his essence in her 
remembrance of Gordy.

When I think of Gordy the word that comes to mind is “spunky”, a man that was small of stature but with 
the presence of a giant! He was always upbeat, took his job as ASBE Historian very seriously, and was 
always my first resource I went to when I needed to know something about a past event.  When working 
in the office, he would come in and brighten my day with stories, not just about ASBE but of his family 
whom he cared deeply about. He was also a courageous man who saw things I couldn’t imagine during 
WW II. I admired the stained glass ASBE logo that he had created and hung in the window of the office. 
To my surprise one Christmas, I was blessed with one of his stained glass creations, a beautiful stained 
glass snowman ornament.  He made two more ornaments for me in the years that followed.  Every year 
when I hang his stained glass ornaments I continue to remember the crafty, artistic, caring, knowledge-
able, charismatic, gregarious fellow he was.

Gordon  Emerson Ryan  
1922 -2016

Dave Barran

Message from the President
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The Annual Awards dinner keynote speaker was 
Dave Leone, executive chief engineer, from Gen-

eral Motors. He spoke about the design process that 
takes place in bringing a car to production and pro-
vided insight about careers in both design and engi-
neering to students and their parents. Three Cadillacs 
were on display, the product of the design process that 
Leone presented. 

Save the Date
You are invited to join us for golf and lunch at our an-
nual asbe Foundation Scholarship Golf Outing, Friday 

September 9, 2016. We will again be at the beautiful 
Springfield Oaks Golf Course in Davisburg, Michigan. 

Visit our website to make Reservations or to find further 
information: www.asbeFound.org/events.

 We are also seeking sponsorships and gifts for this 
important fund raising event to support the work of the 

Foundation. 
Contact Jerry Klein 

jklein@asbeFound.org
 We hope to see you there!

Awards Dinner

Visit our Website to find events,
browse our photo gallery, and make a donation
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Tel 248 403-8365
The American Society of Body Engineers Foundation 

is a 501(c)3 public charity

Each year, the asbe Foundation awards scholar-
ships to deserving college and university stu-

dents who are nominated by their instructor. For 
the first time in memory, all of the recipients this 
year were women indicating the growing interest of 
women in design and engineering, and their ability 
to succeed academically in their studies. Congratu-
lations to all

Scholarships

The annual High School Design Challenge saw a four-
fold increase of participants this year especially in the 

Creative Design category. For the first time, art students 
became involved along with the traditional drafting stu-
dents. The top eight entries in both the Creative Design 
and Design Engineering category’s received cash awards 
and certificates.  As a bonus, the two top winners were also 
given tickets to the Detroit Grand Prix by Awards Dinner 
keynote speaker, Dave Leone. 

Design Challenge

Keynote Speaker Dave Leone with the 
two top winners of the Design Challenge

Dave Barran asbe; Amanda Geeck, 
Brian Sangeorzan, Oakland University


