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The asbe Foundation is currently looking in two directions; determining how it needs to evolve, and
how to preserve the history of automotive design. Looking to the future, autonomous cars are coming.
Regardless of when, and even if full autonomy arrives, electronic driver assist is growing and will completely change the way vehicles are designed and engineered. To properly prepare entry-level employees,
design and engineering education must change as well. In support of curriculum improvement and to
provide students with an accurate picture of future career opportunities, the Foundation is working
toward adding team members who understand autonomous technology. Two new Board members, Tim Hinrichsen of
Macomb Community College and Dr. Craig Hoff of Kettering University have joined asbe’s Board and possess the background that is important to these efforts. They are introduced below.
Looking to the past, the Foundation is also committed to preserving the history of early methods of automotive design
before it is completely lost and forgotten. From early in the 1900’s when ship designers brought their skills of working with
curved surfaces from the east coast, to the time when computers took over the design process, body designing has been
a unique skill. One initiative the Foundation has undertaken was to find a suitable home for the text books and training
materials of the Philpot Design and Detailing courses that was in our possession. These materials capture the drawing
and projection methods that were once used to design automotive bodies. Kettering University in Flint has agreed to take
the Philpot materials on a long term loan and will place them with the Factory One Collection in the restored DurantDort Factory building. We are also seeking any other materials of historical value, e.g. the Edgard DeSmet Surface Course
materials, so they can be preserved as well. Our aim is to find an appropriate archive for any historic design materials.

T

he asbe Foundation welcomes two of our newest Board Members. Tim Hinrichsen comes
to us from Macomb Community College and Craig Hoff from Kettering University.

Tim Hinrichsen comes to us from Macomb Community College where he is
the Associate Dean of Engineering Technology with responsibility for the Product
Development, Media and Communications Arts, and Mechatronics programs.
He began his career as a licensed aircraft
mechanic and then had the opportunity
to train other aircraft mechanics through which he found
his calling as an educator. Tim’s work experience has also
been in the area of factory automation, training people on
how to program and maintain industrial robots. He had
also developed training programs for a medical equipment
manufacturer who specialized in the heart lung bypass machines. Tim earned a Master of Liberal Arts with a concentration in Educational Leadership.

Dr. Craig J. Hoff is the Dean of the College of Engineering and Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Kettering University (formerly GMI) in Flint and has
over 35 years in various teaching and
administrative positions in higher education. Craig’s research focus is sustainable
mobility technologies including vehicle
electrification and autonomous driving. He has conducted
research and consulting projects with many local companies and government agencies. Craig is an active member
of SAE International, ASME, IEEE and ASEE. He earned
his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the University
of Michigan and is a registered professional engineer in the
state of Michigan.

T

he asbe Design Challenge Team has rolled out this year’s problem to challenge the talent and creativity of high school drafting and art students with judging to take place in
March of 2019. Plans for our Awards Dinner are well underway with Mandi Damman, GM
Chief Engineer of Autonomous Vehicles, to provide the keynote. Past keynote speakers frequently attend and have added their industry insight as well. Reserve Thursday, April 11th, on
your calendar and join us that evening at 6 p.m. to hear Mandi, to celebrate the creativity of
our high school students and recognize outstanding local college students with scholarships.
Tickets for the dinner are now available at: www.asbeFound.org/events.
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T

hree of our educational Tour sites may appear non-traditional but have an important story to
tell. The GM Heritage Center, the Ford Piquette Plant, and the Stahl Museum are three popular
venues that students often tour. These tours enable students to see how automobiles have developed
over time as improved materials, design and engineering have enabled their evolution.

The GM Heritage Center holds over 700 GM vehicles with about 165 displayed at any
given time. The cars in the collection are considered significant because of their design,
production record, or “first of ” models produced. The collection is grouped by nameplate
so students can see the styling and technical evolution of each
brand. A number of retired GM designers and engineers who are
Friends of the asbe Foundation, volunteered to serve as docents for the high school tours that are
being conducted there. The docents used the theme of automotive safety to illustrate the evolution
of the vehicles on display to students from Lincoln and Romeo High Schools in an October tour.
An additional tour is planned for the spring semester. Visit https://www.gmheritagecenter.com/
The Henry Ford Piquette Avenue Plant, home to the Model T, is an experience in time travel. The small
three-story building first opened in 1904 and is being carefully restored to maintain its original character. Students learn the story of the Ford Motor Company and also the history of the auto industry
that was based in Detroit. The Plant has a fine collection of cars on display that illustrate how different
manufacturers had differing concepts of auto design at the time. The Ford Piquette Plant is open to the
public offering guided tours that are included with the price of admission. For more information see:
https://www.fordpiquetteplant.org/
The Stahl Museum is a private collection of about 120 cars and is open to the public on a limited basis.
The museum welcomes both instructor and high school tour groups to their facility. Theirs is an eclectic collection of fine automobiles produced from the late 1800’s through the 1960’s. All are beautifully
restored and in running condition. The Stahl Museum provides docents who guide students around
any topic the teacher requests. The Stahl Museum is open to the public Tuesday afternoons and the first
Saturday of the month. To see more, visit : http://www.stahlsauto.com/

T

he asbe Foundation will again
sponsor a booth at the Autorama custom car show at the Cobo
Convention Center, March 1-3,
2019. This event attracts almost
150,000 visitors and is by far the
largest Autorama custom car show
in the country. The Foundation and
our partners, Mott Community College, the College
for Creative Studies, Oakland University and DASI
Solutions will provide information on education and
career pathways for young people and their parents
who visit the show. Look for our booth at the north
end of the hall.

Enclosed is my tax deductable Gift of:
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S

upport from our Annual asbe Golf Outing helps to underwrite the awards dinner, provide awards for winners of the High
School Design Challenge and scholarships
for community college and university students. Thank you for your support of the outing which is our yearly fundraiser. Plan to join us at the
8th Annual outing on Friday,
September 6, 2019. Registration and sponsorship information is now available on
our website: www.asbeFound.
org/events
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