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A

s we look upon a New Year, it is only natural for all of us to reflect a bit and also look
forward with anticipation. As your asbe Foundation completes its twelfth year of
serving the technical education and design and engineering communities, we look back
with gratitude to three of our long time teammates who have found it necessary to take a
lesser role in the Foundation. Don Shook has been the face and organizer of our Design
Challenge Contest for many years. Don was also active in extending the Foundation’s
reach and recognition statewide through our Creativity Award Program for the annual
MITES contest. Vince Lauro has been a strong industry voice and coordinated our annual Golf Outing fundraiser. Finally, Julia Eisiminger championed the Foundation’s social media
presence and internal electronic communication.
As we thank them for their contributions, we also recognize it is time to transition the asbe Foundation to the next generation of designers, engineers and educators. This transition is already begun.
Two new Board members, active in industry and the technical education communities, will be installed at the January meeting. David Darbyshire is the managing Member of DASI Solutions, a firm
that markets Solidworks engineering software and advanced 3D printers to industry and education,
and Scott Palmer is the career and Technical Education Consultant to the Macomb Intermediate
School District. In addition, we are in discussion with a number of individuals who have expressed
interest in joining the Board. 2016 will be an exciting year of transition for the Foundation.

Stahl Automotive
Museum

W

e wanted to bring this amazing private collection of cars to your attention. As mentioned elsewhere, this
museum is also a venue for student tours sponsored by the Foundation. The Stahl Museum has over 100
cars on display ranging from the 1886 Daimler prototype to the muscle cars of the 1960s with special emphasis on the great cars of the 1930s and 1940s, a period of style and constant evolution. Brands like Oldsmobile,
Oakland, Ford, Chevrolet, Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg, Packard, Cadillac, and Chrysler are displayed. Each of
these vintage vehicles demonstrates special creativity and imagination and was chosen based on the engineering achievements that made it an important part of the evolution of the automobile.
The Museum is located at 56516 North Bay Dr.
Chesterfield, MI 48051. Hours are Tuesday, 1:004:00pm; the first Saturday of the month, 11:00am4pm. Private group tours can be arranged by calling 586-749-1078. Admission to the museum is
free. Please go to http://stahlsauto.com/index.cfm
for a virtual tour of this amazing collection.
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Alcoa Tech Briefing

G

reg Fata and Shawn Murtha from Alcoa Automotive presented a Tech Briefing for us on
the use of aluminum in the lightweighting of automotive applications. They talked about the characteristics of the material and applications that
Alcoa is initiating as a major automotive supplier.
Our thanks to Greg and Shawn, and to the Alcoa
Foundation for sponsoring this event.

Student Tours

T

he Foundation continues to identify, support and
coordinate high school and college student tours.
Tours available during the Spring, 2016, semester include the Nissan Technical Center, Farmington Hills,
The General Dynamics, Maneuver Collaboration Center, Sterling Heights, and the Stahl Automotive Museum, Chesterfield Township. More information about
and an application for each of these tours can be found
on the Foundation website, http://www.asbefound.org/
events . Additional tours are currently being negotiated.
We also encourage those who have the ability to host a
tour to contact Jim Varty at; jimvarty@asbeFound.org.
Since the number of tours is limited, interested instructors should visit our website, complete and email their
application prior to the holidays.

High School Design Challenge
and Awards Dinner

O

ur Annual High School Design Challenge is already underway. This contest for high school drafting and art students is designed to promote and encourage creativity. Drafting students will find an engineering based solution for the
problem that is being posed, and art students are tasked with
creating an aesthetic solution. We can arrange a teacher orientation workshop if there is a need. Also, we welcome those
with design experience to act as judges for the competition.
Challenge winners will be recognized at our Awards Dinner
on March 22, 2015. Please consider joining us at this event. All
are welcome. Write us at DesignChallenge@asbeFound.org if
you are interested in serving as a competition judge or wish to
purchase tickets for the dinner.

The Annual asbe Awards Dinner will be held on March
22, 2016 at the University Center Building on the Center
Campus of Macomb Community College. Dinner tickets
are $25 for adults and $15 for students.
You can purchase tickets by writing us at
DesignChallenge@asbefoundation.org

Scholarship Golf Outing

O

ur Annual Golf Outing was held on September 11th this year
and was our best ever. The day included an enjoyable round of
golf, good food, door prizes donated by our many friends, and good
conversation. You can find photos of our event on the Image Gallery page of our website. Thanks again
to Vince Lauro and
Mary Browne for
the many long hours
they spent in organizing this event.
Save the date; our
next outing is September 9th, 2016.

Find us on Facebook:
Friends of the asbe
Foundation

Former Macomb Co-ops share with
Macomb Technical Staff

I

n August a dozen former Macomb Community College Design co-ops shared their insights
about the direction of the design and engineering industry with Macomb technical staff. Paul
Gould, a former Foundation Board member and
retired Macomb Technical Education Co-op Coordinator, organized this important discussion.
Most of those present had at least 20 years in their
field, currently hold middle or higher management positions and, consequently, were very able
to articulate skill expectations for entry level hires.
They have expressed a willingness to work with
educators in supporting their design programs.
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